
Air Quality and Environment 

Helping governments and businesses around the world 
to protect the air we breathe and the quality of our shared 
environment for over five decades.

ee.ricardo.comDelivering Excellence Through Innovation & Technology



For more information about our air quality and environment services, please contact 
one of our experts at enquiry-ee@ricardo.com or +44 (0) 1235 753000

ee.ricardo.com
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Background

When governments or businesses require help 
in protecting air quality or the environment, it 
is important that decisions are based on sound, 
reliable evidence. Such an evidence base may be 
underpinned by:
•	 Accurate and rigorous pollutant measurements.
•	 Detailed pollutant emissions inventories.
•	 Modelling of how pollution moves through 

the environment, how it reacts chemically and 
physically, and how it impacts the populations 
exposed to it.

•	 Clear, considered and accessible information on 
health and environmental risks.

Whether you’re in a business, a local or national 
government, or an international institution, the 
ability to assemble a scientifically sound and 
reliable evidence base, upon which strategies and 
policies can be based, is central to managing the 
risks presented by pollution of the air or wider 
environment.

For many decades, Ricardo Energy & Environment’s 
specialists have been providing world-leading 
advice and support in this area – covering 
policy and strategy, environmental assessments, 
measurement, modelling, exposure studies 
and public information dissemination. We have 
managed numerous high-profile environmental 
programmes and contracts for clients around the 
world. Our work includes:
•	 Emission inventory design, development, 

compilation, interpretation and analysis.
•	 Delivering atmospheric modelling studies and 

pollution forecasting services.
•	 Providing support to the UK Government on 

national and transboundary pollution issues.
•	 Advising over 250 UK and European local 

government organisations on their air pollution 
problems.

•	 Advising hundreds of businesses on their air 
pollution responsibilities and helping them 
achieve least-cost compliance.

We are a major adviser to the EU on air and 
environmental pollution – our support and advice 
spans inventory compilation, pollution control 
policies, modelling, measurements, low emission 
strategies and action planning.

Understanding the  
market context 

The management and control of risks from 
pollution are driven by regulatory frameworks 
adopted by local, national and international 
authorities, and by the need for businesses to 
demonstrate environmental, corporate social 
responsibility. This is a complex field of work 
as pollutant flows are highly sensitive to initial 
conditions; non-local contributions; and the 
interaction with terrain, meteorology and many 
other factors. Characterising emissions demands 
a detailed understanding of the underlying 
processes and their activity profiles.

Poorly characterised pollution sources or modelling 
systems may lead to failed policies and action 
plans, wasted investment and, potentially, 
regulatory penalties.

Our principal services

Ricardo Energy & Environment uniquely offers:
•	 A complete suite of environmental assessment, 

strategy and policy support.
•	 Advisory and implementation services on 

air pollution, including emissions inventory 
development.

•	 Environmental data systems.
•	 Local, city and regional-scale modelling.
•	 Air pollution forecasting.
•	 Instrument calibration.
•	 Monitoring network construction, operation and 

calibration.
•	 Regulatory policy advice and development.
•	 Noise, odour and oil-pollution assessment 

services.

Best-in-class resource capability 

We are unrivalled in our expertise with over 100 
consultants, scientists and engineers working on 
air quality alone, including world leaders in the 
areas of national air pollution assessment, exposure 
assessment, chemical modelling, inventory 
development and public information.


